REMARKS BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, KENYA NATIONAL BUREAU OF
STATISTICS, MR. ZACHARY MWANGI, DURING THE AFRICAN STATISTICS
DAY CELEBRATIONS HELD AT KICC GROUNDS ON 18TH NOVEMBER, 2016
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Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good morning and welcome to this year’s African Statistics Day celebrations.
The African Statistics Day (ASD) is important in the calendar of events of the Kenya
National Bureau Statistics and other national statistics offices in Africa. The day is
celebrated all over Africa every year on the 18th of November, with the aim of
increasing awareness on the important role that statistics play in all aspects of
social and economic development in Africa.

This day provides us with an

opportunity to reflect on the achievements that we have made in statistical
developments in Kenya, as well provide a forum for interaction with data suppliers,
producers, and users of statistics.
The theme of this year’s celebrations is “Strengthening Economic Statistics for
regional integration, structural transformation and sustainable development”. This
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theme is a reflection of the opportunities and challenges in Africa, and Kenya in
particular.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Kenya is a member of East African Community (EAC) and the Common Market for
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). Monitoring the progress of economic
integration requires accurate, consistent, reliable and timely statistics. To achieve
this goal, KNBS endeavours to compile statistics that conform to the UN
fundamental principles of official statistics, and the Africa Charter on statistics.
Harmonisation of statistical methodologies, data collection processes and the
identification of the core set of economic and social statistics to be produced by
EAC partner states is critical for monitoring the progress of integration. To facilitate
the integration process EAC national statistics offices have undertaken to
harmonise compilation practices for key macroeconomic statistics. These include
the adoption of a common base year for National Accounts, the use of the current
framework for compilation of Balance of Payments, the use of a comparable basket
for computation of Consumer Price Index (CPI). As part of the convergence criteria
towards the East African Monetary Union by 2024, a number of macroeconomic
indicators have been agreed upon. These include low and stable inflation rates,
sustainable budget deficits, public debt and current account balances.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The country has registered real GDP growth averaging 5.3 per cent over the last
five years, and attained the lower middle income status in 2010 after the revision
of Kenya’s National Accounts. The revision showed that some sectors of the
economy such as ICT and real estate have gained prominence compared to others.
To further measure the structural changes in the economy, the Bureau has
implemented a number of key surveys and censuses including the Kenya Integrated
Household Budget Survey, Micro Small and Medium Enterprises, Foreign
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Investment Survey, Information, and Communication Technology Survey among
others. In the same breadth, the bureau is planning to undertake the Census of
Establishments and has scheduled to conduct a Census of commercial farms and
green houses.
Ladies and Gentlemen
The national and current global development agenda places emphasis on inclusive
growth as exemplified in the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) that were ratified in September 2015. This has been adopted as the global
development framework for the next fifteen years to succeed the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) that expired in 2015. There are 17 goals with 169
targets, and 231 indicators. As the official statistical agency, the Bureau plays a
central role in the monitoring and domestication of selected indicators, in
accordance with the national policies.
The Bureau has therefore identified 128 Country specific indicators based on data
availability and nation’s priorities. These indicators will be used as management
tools to help develop implementation strategies and allocate resources accordingly,
and to act as a report card to measure progress towards achieving the targets. For
effective coordination and monitoring of SDGs indicators, KNBS has a technical
working group in place.
Ladies and gentlemen,
To ensure that we produce timely statistics, we are revolutionizing our data
collection methods where we are moving from PAPI to CAPI ways of collecting our
data. This shift is aimed at increasing efficiency in statistical production and
dissemination. Going forward, the bureau endeavours to embrace technology in
all our statistical activities to continuously improve the quality of our products.
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The bureau has embarked on the process of improving the quality of statistical
products through the use of data quality assessment frameworks. These are tools
that ensure that statistics conform to the set standards and methodologies. So far
we have developed an assessment framework for national accounts and efforts are
underway to come up with a similar framework for other economic statistics.
Finally, ladies and gentlemen,
I wish to thank you for attending this special event. I also wish to thank all data
providers, users, and stakeholders for your continued support.

Thank you for your attention.
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